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Police Commissioners’ Com

by Karla Santos -
A full circle of complamts have been miade
amongst police commissioners after a discus-

sion that took place dunng the comm15s1on s

April 26 meeting.

According” to Carol’ Va:]laneourt, a member -

of the police commission;-she felt offended by

comments made by an officer during the public-

meeting, and the response to her-complaint was
another complaint by che Pohoe Comr.mssmn
against herself,.

-One of the ways in wh1ch Pohce Commxsmon_
Chairman, Jim Stavola, attemptedto resolve the
* complaint was through an’ ‘executive session

that took’ plaee Monday Hewever, Vaﬂlancourt

did not attend the session because she’ wants to-

be able to discassHer compla.tnt publicly:

“Commissioner Stavela is‘abising his power'-'

chester history and the new Nogton Park at 348

Westchester Rd.-in Colchester on the site of the

former C.H. Norton Pa:per Mill along. the Jer-
emy River. -

People can purchase an engraved bnck {two
sizes) for the commemorative walk .or an en-

graved granite capstone, to be placed on the low:

walls of the former mill for: additional seating.

The installation of these items will be in Phase

2 of the project, likely in 2022.

Tag Sale May 15

Westchester Congregational - Church  will
“hold a Tag Sale Saturday, May 15, from 8 am.-

noon, at the parsonage, located at 98 Cemetery .

Rd, Wear your mask and plan to be phymcally
distant from others.

Donations of good-quality usable items can
he Aronned off an the mareanace noreh hafare

and bullymgme by calhng tms execuuve meet~

. ing on Monday,” Vailtancourt told the Rivereast.:

“I parposely sent my complaint ¢ the officer
supervisors and thé Ad Hoc Committee for Di-
versity & Inclusion because Chairman:Stavola -

_and Selectman Byloné ‘were in attendance and ’

chose: s11ence when the oﬂ"endmg comment was
made”™

Demse ’Ihmer, cha:rman of the town’s ad hoc
Diversity and Inclusion Committee- clarified

- that the town does not have an official Dwersxty

and Ticlusion Commission at this time. o
“The - ad-Hoc Committee for Diversity and
Inclusion'is ia the' process of‘creating: the of--
ficial edmnission, “which'we hope will come to
fruition very soon,” she said. “The ad-hoc-com-*

-mitiée has no-powet fo- take any-action on-any

““Norton Park thts

All are invited, tobecomepart of North West- -

The purchase of these park commemora—
tive items is tax-deductible. In addmon to the;
donation acknowledgement letter, | a ceruﬁcate
for the gift purchase may be requested wnh the
order. .

"To download the Norton Park Gift fundrms
ing fiyer and form, go to www. coIchesterchov/
norton—park—oommlttee The flyer link is in Jeft
green’ margin. Tnformation about the. park, its
design and a public 1 forom presentatton may be
found on the same s1te

Mother 'S Day Flower Sale
Boy Scout Troop 72 will hold its 20th an-
nual Mother’s Day flower sale Friday and Sat-
urday, May 7 and 8, adjacent to the Colchester
Hayward Fire Department headquarters on Old
Hartford Road. Hours are Friday from 5-8 p.m.
and Saturday from 9 am. —5 p-m. ot whenever
soldout. X )

matters that may present” -

+ Vaitlancourt’s original oomplamt was a letter :

to Sgt. Michael Rondinone, Resident Trooper:

Sergeant,. where she expressed her concern.re-. -
garding a statement that was. made by a. pohce -
officer-during the Pohce Commlsaon meetmg 7
that it discredits ail the Jong hours of hard work
that I have done for the police department and

April 26th.

Rondmone smd he is st1]l mvesugaung Va11— -
lancourt’s. complaint and that he was not.the
. person who -released it to. the pohce COmnLs- ;

SIOll

water department . when they dldn’t lmow any-
thing about water.”

tioned that Stavola was the only- chamna.n with-
prior. police knowledge.:. - .
: She said she found the.comment to be “alarm :

ing and offensive,” as she interpreted it as if it -

implies that civilians have no busmess bemg on
the commission. . -

“All commissioners I have worked w1th have
spent.countless hours attending meetings, doing
research, participating at special functions all

for the better of.our community,” Vaillancourt ]
said. “These actions are to be commended not

ridiculed or to make fun 67
- She said that in the past, the commission was

not very successful:and noted that its goals have -

remamed the same. Valllancourt said a lack of

support from the managemeut ylelded a lack of ‘

results.

In addlﬁon, shé said ‘she feels the Colches-_i

ter Police Depattment only responds o topics

brought up by current commmsmners w1th past
police experiénce. :

: “Although I ﬁnd value in havmg ex—pohce

She sa1d thatOfﬁcer Bryan Kowalsky made _
arefeu:ence about “the past commissioners that -
‘sometimes the nmnmg ;joke in his -office was
- that they were going 1o make decisions for the -

plalnts Come Full Clrcle

ofﬁcers at the table I also see the value of cml-
ians,” she said. . - '
. -She said she personally felt attacked by the’

comments from Kowalsky.

.- “He made me feel, as.a woman c1vﬂ1an hav-
mg no-police experience ofi-the commission,’

town for the past four years,” Vaillancount said. -
-+ Vaillancourt noted the. Police Commission is -

- made up of five members; two are former police -

officers and three are c1v1hans two of them, ci-.

vilian women.

Vaillancourt was the chau' of the Pohce Com—

mission. -for about two . years. Although she:

doesn’t clearly remember the spec'i.ﬁc dates she:

S - ..said she believes she served in that capacity
- Vaillancouvrt said - that Kowalsky also men- .

from about November 2018 to about September'
2020. - :
After Monday s -executive sess;on, Stavolaj

~announced how they would proceed with the:
‘complaint. He said the Police Commission, by,

majority: vote; has found that Vaillancourt has.

- violated numerous Police: Commission by-laws-

and state statutes stemming from her compla.tnt .:
against Kowalsky. :

The violations were sent to the Board of Se-:
lectmen for further review and possible action. '
Because of those results, Vaillancourt filed:
another complaint agamst Stavola and expected-
it to be addressed in yesterday’s Board of Se-
lectmen Theeting, after-press:time.

Stavola, meanwhile, told the R:vereast he
can’t disclose “the specific violations made
by Vaillancouit because. they ‘were discussed
during an executive’ session, He sdid he can’t
comment on the issue ‘because it is stll being
investigated and that the reason he handled Vail--
lancourt’s complamt with ari executive session
is that pohc1es requ1re an execuuve sess1on ’
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