
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

§ C-601. The Board of Finance. 

 
 
 
 

 

C. The Board of Finance shall be responsible for presenting to the Town Voters the budgets for all 

Town Departments and the Combined Budget and shall have all of the powers and perform all of 

the duties conferred or imposed upon Boards of Finance by the General Statutes. 

 

(1) The Board of Finance shall have the authority to approve supplemental appropriations from, 

and transfers within, the Board of Selectmen Budget as recommended by the Board of 

Selectmen, subject to the further approval of the Town Meeting, if so required. 

 

(2) Prior to the Annual Budget Meeting, the Board of Finance shall hold at least two Public 

Hearings for the purpose of presenting the Combined Budget to interested Town Voters for 

their comments and suggestions. 

 
(3) The Board of Finance shall establish the mill rate, as set forth in the General Statutes. 

 

 
 
 

 

ARTICLE 1105, Annual Budget Meeting 
 

 
§ C-1105a. Annual Budget Meeting. 

 
A. The Board of Selectmen shall convene a special Town Meeting (the "Annual Budget Meeting") for 

the purpose of considering the annual Combined Budget at such hour and at such place as the 

Board of Selectmen may determine or as the General Statutes may require. The Town's Chief 

Financial Officer, or his or her designee, as well as at least two representatives from each of the 

Boards of Education, Selectmen (one being the First Selectman, or his or her designee in 

extenuating circumstances) and Finance, shall be present at the Annual Budget Meeting and shall 

be available to respond to questions of the Town Voters. 

 

B. At the Annual Budget Meeting, the members of the Boards of  Selectmen and  Education 

shall, with respect to their respective budgets: 

 
(1) provide their proposed budget to the Town Voters; 

 
(2) have available for review by the Town Voters a summary of each department's proposed 

budget with a comparison to the amount budgeted in the current fiscal year; 

 
(3) if feasible, have available for review by the Town Voters a summary of each department' s 

proposed budget and the amount estimated to be actually expended in the current fiscal  year. 

C. At the Annual Budget Meeting, the Town Voters in attendance may reduce, but not increase, the 

Board of Selectmen Budget and/or the Board of Education Budget upon the passage of a proper 

motion(s) (as hereafter defined). A proper motion shall: 

 
(1) stipulate a specific dollar amount for reduction; 

 
(2) stipulate the budget to which such reduction shall be charged (either the Board of Selectmen or 

the Board of Education budget); 

 
(3) in the case of the Board of Selectmen Budget, the specific department's budget to be 

reduced must be stipulated. Reductions may not be made to the capital expenditures or 

debt service line items of the budget. 

 
(4) in the case of the Board of Education Budget, only the bottom line may be reduced. 



 
D. If the Board of Selectmen's Budget excluding capital expenditures and debt service, or the Board of 

Education Budget differs from that first presented by an amount  equal  to or  in excess of  one 

percent (1.0%), the Annual Budget Meeting shall be continued to a second  meeting  held  no less 

than two business days following the first meeting. At this second meeting, the proper motion(s) 

shall again be introduced to and acted upon by the Town Voters in attendance. Should the proper 

motion(s) pass at this second meeting, the proper motion(s) shall become effective and shall be 

incorporated into the proposed Combined Budget. 

 

E. The Annual Budget Meeting shall be automatically continued to the Annual Budget Referendum, 

at which the budgets of the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Education as recommended by 

the Annual Budget Meeting, shall be presented to the Town Voters for final approval or  

disapproval. 
 

 
 

 
 

ARTICLE 1106, The Annual Budget Referendum 
 

 

§ C-1106a. The Annual Budget Referendum 

 
The Annual Budget Referendum shall be held on such date as determined by the Annual Budget 

Meeting. A minimum of two questions shall appear on the ballot for the Annual Budget Referendum. 

The first question shall require a vote of "Yes" or "No" on whether to approve the Board of Selectmen 

Budget (Including debt service and capital expenditure budgets) as  recommended  by  the  Annual 

Budget Meeting. The second question shall require a vote of "Yes" or "No" on whether to approve the 

Board of Education Budget as recommended by the Annual Budget Meeting. The Board of Finance 

may, at its discretion, also direct that an advisory question appear on the ballot for either or both 

budgets. Such advisory question(s) shall require a response of either "Too High" or "Too Low" to 

describe the proposed level of spending. 

 
Any action taken at the Annual Budget Meeting that is approved at the Annual Budget Referendum 

shall be considered conclusively approved, and no further Town Meetings or referenda regarding the 

specific action may be called. 

 
§ C-1106b Recount of Annual Budget Referendum 

 
Recounts of the votes cast at the Annual Budget Referendum shall be pursuant to any applicable 

provisions in the General Statutes. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ARTICLE 1107, Real Estate Purchases, Sales and Transfers 
 

 

§ C-1107a. Real Estate Purchases, Sales and Transfers. 

 

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter, the Board of Selectmen shall call a 

Town Meeting for consideration of the following actions: 

 
(1) approving real property purchases by the Town not previously budgeted for by the Town , 

for which the consideration given is an amount equal to or in excess of two percent 

(2.0%) of the Board of Selectmen Budget, excluding debt service and capital 

expenditures; 

 
(2) approving the sale or other transfer of real property by the Town for which the appraised 

value of the real property that is the subject of such transaction is an amount equal to or in 



excess of 2.0% of the Board of Selectmen Budget, excluding debt service and capital 

expenditures. 

 
B. If the thresholds outlined above are not met such that a Town Meeting is required, the Board of 

Finance has the authority to approve real estate purchases and transfers following 

recommendation by the Board of Selectmen. 

 

ARTICLE 1108, Leases 
 

 

§ C-1108a. Leases. 

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter, the Board of Selectmen shall call a Town 

Meeting for consideration of approving the execution by the Town, whether as lessor or lessee, of 

any capital lease option with a non-appropriation clause not previously budgeted for by the Town 

which obligates the Town for a period of one year or more and commits the Town to either make 

or receive lease payments for capital equipment with a purchase price that is an amount equal to 

or in excess of two percent (2.0%) of the Board of Selectmen Budget excluding debt service and 

capital expenditures. 

 
B. If the thresholds outlined above are not met such that a Town Meeting is required, the Board of 

Finance has the authority to approve leases following recommendation by the Board of Selectmen. 

 
ARTICLE 1109, Bonds 

 

 

§ C-1109a. Bonds. 

 
A. The Board of Selectmen shall call a special budget referendum to consider the approval of the 

issuance of all bonds. No such referendum shall be called unless the Board of Finance has 

recommended such bond issue. Refunding of an existing bond issue does not require a special 

budget referendum. 

 
ARTICLE 1110, Budget Transfers 

 

 

§ C-lllOa. Budget Transfers. 

 
A. The First Selectman may authorize transfers of funds between Town departments required to 

handle immediate matters of public safety such as fire, weather emergencies, or similar events. 

The First Selectman shall notify the Board of Finance and Selectmen at their next regular 

meetings. 

 

B. {Reserved} 

 
C. The First Selectman and Chief Financial Officer shall approve all transfers from salary or 

benefit line items within a Town Department budget. 

 
D. Following recommendation by the Board of Selectmen, the Board of Finance has the 

authority to approve the transfer of funds between previously adopted Town Department 

budgets. 

 

ARTICLE 1111, Supplemental Appropriations 
 

 

§ C-lllla. Supplemental Appropriations. 

 
A. The First Selectman may authorize supplemental appropriations required to handle matters 

of immediate public safety such as fire, weather emergencies, respective or similar events. 



The First Selectman shall notify Boards of Finance and Selectmen at their next regular 

meetings. 

B. The Board of Finance has the authority to approve supplemental appropriations in an amount that 

is less than two percent (2.0%) of the budget to which the supplemental appropriation is being 

made (either the Board of Selectmen Budget, excluding debt service and capital expenditures, or 

the Board of Education Budget). 

 
C. The Board of Selectmen shall call a Town Meeting to consider the approval of any supplemental 

appropriation in an amount that is equal to or exceeds two percent (2.0%) and less than three percent 

(3.0%) of the budget to which the supplemental appropriation is being made (either the Board of 

Selectmen Budget, excluding debt service and capital expenditures, or the Board of Education 

Budget). No such Town Meeting shall be called unless the Board of Finance has recommended such 

supplemental appropriation. This requirement does not pertain to appropriations of grant monies or 

matching funds received by the Town. 

 
D. The Board of Selectmen shall call a Special Budget Referendum for approval of any supplemental 

appropriation for any Town Department in an amount that is equal to or exceeds three percent 

(3.0%) of the budget to which the transfer is being made (either the Board of Selectmen Budget, 

excluding debt service and capital expenditures, or the Board of Education Budget). No such 

referendum shall be called unless the Board of Finance recommends such supplemental 

appropriation. The requirement does not pertain to appropriations of grant monies or matching funds 

received by the Town. 

 
 

ARTICLE 1112, Grant Programs 
 

 

§ C-1112a. Grant Programs. 

 
A. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter, the Board of Selectmen shall call a Town 

Meeting to approve the submission of an application for, or the actual participation in, any federal, 

state, local or private grant program which requires or could require a contribution by the Town in 

an amount that is equal to or in excess of three percent (3.0%) of the Board of Selectmen Budget, 

excluding debt service and capital expenditures, over the lifetime of the project (excluding monies 

received from outside grant sources and matching funds). Programs for which the Board of 

Education properly makes such application are excluded from the requirements of this section. 

 
B. Regarding the distribution of funds (grant awards and matching funds) from outside sources for 

grant projects, the procedures for budget transfers and appropriations outlined in Sections  

11lOa and 111 la of this Charter are not required. 

 

C. Regarding the distribution of funds for approved grant projects, the procedures for budget transfers 

and appropriations outlined in Sections 1110a and 1111a of this Charter are not required. If a 

supplemental appropriation or transfer of funds is required to cover expenditures in excess of the 

previously approved amount, the procedures outlined in Sections 11lOa and 11lla of this Charter 

are to be followed. 

 
 

 


