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[bookmark: _GoBack]Brainstorming alternate thoughts on how to rephrase or alter survey. 
1. Priority Areas
Which of the following areas should receive the most funding in the upcoming budget?
(Select up to 3)
1. Public safety (police, fire, EMS)
1. Roads and infrastructure
1. Parks and recreation
1. Public health and social services
1. Economic development
1. Environmental sustainability
1. Other (please specify)
2. Satisfaction with Current Spending
How satisfied are you with how the town currently allocates its budget?
1. Very satisfied
1. Somewhat satisfied
1. Neutral
1. Somewhat dissatisfied
1. Very dissatisfied
3. Willingness to Adjust Taxes or Fees
Would you support a small tax or fee increase if it funded high-priority services?
1. Yes
1. No
1. Unsure
4. Cost-Saving Ideas
What is one area where you think the town could reduce spending without harming essential services?
(Open-ended)
5. Additional Comments
Do you have any other suggestions or concerns about the municipal budget?
(Open-ended)
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6. Please indicate for each category how important that category is to you when allocating the town's
limited resources.

Very Important Somewhat Important Not Important
Education (BOE budget) o o o
Fields, trails, and ground
maintenace (town and
schools)
Fire/EMT/Police

Parks and recreation
programs

Preservation and
maintenace of open
spaces

Roads and town building
maintenance

Senior services

Social services

Youth services
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7. For each type of strategic areas of focus listed, indicate how important you believe it is to the
overall planning for the town of Colchester.

Very Important Somewhat Important Not Important
Residential growth o o o
Retail / Commercial
growth . . .
Retention of farming
community o o o
characteristics

8. Do you have the right level of awareness or information about various town and board of education
meeting schedules and agendas?

9. How would you prefer to find out information related to various town and board of education
meetings and agendas?

[l Rivereast newspaper
- First Selectman's weekly newsletter

- Facebook - official First Selectman'’s page
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- Facebook - other town pages
- Other social media platforms
[ Town website calendar

Il Word of mouth

10. In general, how do you feel about taxes and the funding of town services?

11. Please note any concerns or commentary related to your budget preferences or feedback.
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Budget survey 2025-2026

Colchester community budget survey for the 2025-26 budget season

Welcome to the budget survey for Colchester, CT. To the members of our community who are taking
the time to fill in the survey - thank you!

This survey should only take about ten minutes and the information you provide is very valuable.
Feedback and information from this survey will be used as a key part of the budget process, providing
your perspective and concerns to all of the boards and committees that jointly work together during
the budget process.

All information is anonymous and there will be a thorough analysis created - including themes and
read-outs from the open-text questions. So please take the time to add any commentary or thoughts
you would like on record.

Again, thank you very much for taking the time to participate in this survey.

Note: the survey will close on February 7.
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vemographnic Questions

1. What is your age?

2. What is your household annual income?

3. Do you currently have a child or children in the Colchester public school system?

4. If you said that you have a child or children attending schools, which of the Colchester schools do
you currently have children attending?

[l Colchester Elementary School (CES)
- Jack Jackter Intermediate School (JJIS)

[l William J Johnson Middle School (W1JMS)

. Bacon Academy
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Budget Feedback Questions

5. Please rank in order each category below, in the order you would like budget consideration to be
applied. Priority 1 ranking is the option that would get the most consideration (money) down to 9
being the lowest consideration. NOTE: read the entire list first, as each number can only be used once.

1 (Most 9 (Least
Consideration) Consideration)

Education (BOEbudget) @ [ J

Fields, trails, and ground
maintenace (town and
schools)

Fire/EMT/Police

Parks and recreation
programs

Preservation and
maintenace of open
spaces

Roads and town
building maintenance

Senior services

Social services

o006 o 0 0 O

o006 6 060 0 O
o006 6 06060 0 O
o006 6 06060 0 O
00 6 6 06060 0 O
o006 6 06060 0 O-
000 6 6 0060 0 O
o006 6 06060 0 O-
o006 o 0 0 O

Youth services





