
Colchester Economic Development Commlsslon
Tuesday, January 16, 2018, 7:00 PM

Colchester Town Hall, Room 2

Members Present: J. Walsh, '1'. I'ìaiconi, M. Flinchliffc, J. Dton, ll. Golclstein, ancl lì. lìox (ar.-ived at 7:46pn)

Others Present: T'orvn Planner R. Benson, BOF 1\. llisbikos, Sotttheastern CT Cultural CoaLìtlon \X/end)' I3urty & l)eb

Nlathiasen, S' Durel, Colchester Garden Club, Colchester Communiq' ço^1;üon atrcl Clerk J' Carnpbell

1,. Call to Order - J. Walsh cailed mceting to otder at7:04 p:m.

2- Public Comments - None

3. Changes or Additions to the Agenda - None

4. Approval of Minutes
a. October 16,2017, Special Meeting November 1.,2017 and Special Meeting November 6,2017

(NOTE: No meeting Nov & Dec 2017) 11. Goldstein NIOTIONIII) to approve the rninutes for the

rneerings of 1.0-1,6-201,7,11,-L-201.7 ¡nd 1.1.-06-2017, SECONI)I-D b1, M. l linchüffe. r\ll members present

voted in favor. MOTION C,A.IìRIF,D.

5. New Business

^' Southeastern cT cultural coalition presentation - wend)¡ BurrJ & Deb Mathiase' hosted a

pre sentatìon. The Coalitron is a 501(c)(3) nonproltt organization heaclquartered in Nerv London governed by

ã boa.d of clirectors comprising cultural, cornmunity, and business lcadership. 'Ihe Southeastern Connecticut

cultural coalition fostets region-wide ecouor¡ic growth in Nerv Londo' cou'ty b1' op¡i-itutg existing and

new arts and cultural activities to assuïe that cultural scctot and cleativc business assets arc centtal to the

vitality of the region.
b. New Businesses and Projects-First Selectman, Town Planner - INCOIìD application will bc going to

tl-re Planning & Zoning Cornmission tomorrow night. COLVITST rvants to build a 70,000 sq. ft. building on

Linwood Àvenue. Tracror Supply, has possibiliry to add 8,000 sc1. ft. building and has hcard from Dollat'Ii'ee,
rvho lìke to bring a shop to that building. R. llenson l-ras put l)ollar Tree in touch witlr COLVEST and the

IIub l'Ìord propenty on Nor-wich Avenue. Cold c¿ll letters have gorlc oltt to: -l]Nlaxx/Marshalls, Cracker

l3arrel, 99 Restautant, Simon Pìerce, ctc. In additìon to busiucsses thc EDC is including trade schools. Ell
Training is gtowing as well as Pratt & \\4ritney. B. F-ox asked if the IÌDC should contâct local business in

Colcirester and ask them what the'I'orvn mrght be able to <ìo to help thetl expand. 'l'. Falconi stated that in

his search for a stote front, he found rents and nrortgages arc high. IIc spoke witù a realt<¡r ancl asl<ed about

joining forccs to potentiall¡r lower lents. Civic Pricle and E,cc¡norric Itìair arc still iu the rvotl<s. R. Renson

statccl that the rvhite house b1, Rrte Aid will either bc moved to the bacli of the propertlr o¡ çlis^55sr¡bled to be

rebuilt at a later date. I3rewery needs interior rcnovations, but is still ru ltlogrcss.
c. Discussion on Signage Regulations / Wayfinding Signage program (Daphne Schaub) lì. Bcuson

spolie on the pu.rpose behind this agencìa itcm, horvever I). Schaub rvas uttaltle to attend, this itern rvill be

tal¡lccl to arìother rnecting.
d. Discussion on proposed idea for CBA / all business 6(spmce r-rp" -.J.\X/alsh spoke about tryìng to

bcautifv Dorvntorvn Colchester. I-DC rvould likc to pârtncr rvitìr thc (ll3r\ ancl Colcl-restcr Galclen CIub to

cornple tc tl-ris iclea. Contests wele suggestecì b1, the Gardcl-l Club to set bì,rsilress owncrs to plrticipatc.
e. MISC: Info from class on "how to hold a public meeting", reported interested people in EDC &

issues - l}nailed to members
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Old Business
à. Committee Reports

i. $(¡ebsitã and Opportunity Map - Jean, Trever - f'. Falconi stated that the rvebsite is still not

upciate<ì. IIe feels as thor-rgh the rvcbsite is too outdated to do what the trDC would like to do' J.

Walsh stated that at this point thcre isn't anyt]1i¡g that can be done about getting a ner'v rvebsite and

r.vould likc the rvork donc r'vith rvhat thcy have.

ii. Sign Development - Bruce Fox/ J 
\ùlalsh -J. Walsh stated that she has an investor that wants to

rrlove foLwarà lvith the ?'¿ \X/elcome to Colchester sign. Investor needs an invoice for the cost of thc

srgn. Investol also wants zero recognirion. 11. Fox wili worh with J. Walsh to get the invoice to the

investor. B. Fox woulcl still hke to i¡clucìe the school ancl bolr scouts and would also ìike to ternlin

the point on this project. Colchester Garden Club has asked to beauufy the area atound the sign.

iii. Spread sheet discussion -J. Walsh reported that approx. 70 uerv ffade nalnes rvere registered for

2017.

iv. Member info update - Membcr information is up to date'

7. Adjoutnment
ll. Goldstein MOTIONED to a<ljoum the rncetìng at 8:46 pn-i, SECONDtrD by'I. Falconi. All mernbers prcsent

votcd in favor. MO'I'ION CÀ]UìIED.

Resp ectfully Submi tted,
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