
Commission on Aging
January 71,2021- Regular Meeting
Zoom Meeting

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Marjorie Mlodzinski, Vice Chair Nan Wasniewski, Treasurer Roberta
Avery, Secretary Gerrie Transue at 8:40 am, Linda Pasternak.

MEMBERS ABSBNT: Sandy Gactano

OTHERS PRESENT: Board of Selectmen Liaison Rosemary Coyle, Board of EducationLiaison
Mary Tomasi, Senior Center Director Patty Watts, Board of Finance Liaison Mike Egan, Cathy
Russi.

1. CAI-I- TO ORDER
Chair Marge Mloclzinski called this Regular Meeting to order at 8:30 am.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Cliair Mlodzinski led the Commission members in thepledge of allegiance

3. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA
No additions wcre requested.

4. CITIZENS'COMMENTS
No comments received.
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5. RBVIEW AND APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 14,2021 MINUTES
Motion by: R. Avery
to approve the minutes of the December 14,2021 minutes as read.
Second by: L. Pastemak.
Vote: Unanimous to approve by those present.

6. FINANCE REPORTS
6.1 CoA

R. Avery repofted tlie amount stands aT,5416.26 and a bill for$300 has been submitted
for the printing of the Senior Resource Guide that will leave tl-re Plinting & Publìcation
line itern at zero.

6.2 Senior Center
Director Watts presented the Transportation Report as follows

Transportation Itemization for December 2020

DATE
t213U2020

12131t2020

AMOUNT
$107.50 Total

46.00
$ 1 ss.s0
$3 83. s0

G. Transue joinecl the rtreeting at this point in the agencla
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7. CTIAIR REPORT
l-h¡ir]\4lndzinql¿i nnfer-l the Rnard nftF'inance has nnsted I Brrdset Sttn/er¡ on theTownvrl(tú lvrlv\ * "_t'Þ''

website with January 18,202I as a deadline for responses. The Senior Resource Guide was
presented to the Board of Selectmen with favorable comments. Chair Mlodzinski thanked

those who helped with the guide.

There will be free Covid-19 testing available on January 13, February 3, and Feb 17, from
11:00 am to 2:00 pm at the former Citizens Bank on Norwich Avenue.

The First Selectman has announced that a public information campaign will be rolled out in
Colchester to stop the spread of germs and infection. Press releases are expected soon to
increase education and public awareness.

The LongTenn Recovery Committee is meeting twice rnonthly now. They have identified
mental health and technology as areas of focus to provide help to the citizens of Colchester

8. DIRECTOR OF SENIOR SERVICES REPORT
See attached.

9. OLD BUSINESS
9. I Senior Center Building Committee

P. Watts stated there will be a public information presentation of theproposed senior center

on January 27,2027, with an architectural overuiew, a cost estimate review, outreach plans,

and the anticipated schedule for a referenclum on June 8,2021.

9.2 Norlon Park Committee
N. Wasniewski noted that the committee continues to work on grants and has submitted
one recently. Fundraising continues witli the next phase a request to businesses. The

bridge work has been completed and the Board of Selectmen approved the plan to
demolish the house at 729 Westchester Road. That land will be a continuation of the
park.

R. Coyle suggested that the next time the corrmittee does a public forum that it be

recorded and put on theTown website so citizens could be dilected there forinformation

9.3 Senior CenterResource Guide
Two hundled copies of the Guide have been printed and will be distributed to Town Hall
and the Senior Center.

9.4 Reopening of Senior Ceuter
P. Watts stated that the reopenrng will depend on four weeks of a decline in cases and

Chatharl Health Depafitnent giving the go aliead.

10. NEW BUSINBSS
I 0. I Programs for 2021

Chair Mlodzinski woulcl like tosee soule prograrns schedulecl fbrthe March-April time

fi'ante. I(ristopher Sortwe ll, E,astem Connecticut Regional Director of the Alzheimer
Association, is willing toprovicle one of the many prograt-ìls offered bythe association
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Anotherpossibility is a presentation by Colchester Garden Club President Katherine
Kosiba

A portion of the new senior center will be available for community use and Chair
Mlodzinski would like to see the members of this Conrmission do an outreach to citizens
about the center.

1T. COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP
Chair Mlodzinski read a letter of resignation from Jean Stawicki. J. Stawicki is a past president
of this commission. The comrnission now has one member vacancy and two altemate vacancies

12, CTTIZENS'COMMENTS
P. Watts noted East Haddanr Senior Center Director Brad Parker's wife passed away
G. Transue will send acard from the Commission.

L. Pastemak stated that not all seniors have access to the intemet and asked if P. Watts could
send a printed copy of the budget suruey to those known to not have access. P. Watts said she
would contact Board of Finance Chair R. Tarlov about the matter.

R. Avery reported that the Diversity and Inclusion Committee is working on a Mission Statement

13. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by: R. Avery
to adjourn this meeting.
Second by: N. Wasniewsl<i
Vote: Unanìmous to approve

Chair Mlodzinski adjoumed this meeting at 9:l5 am.

Respectfilly submittecl,

Mary Jane Slade
Cler'k

3




