
Comnissìon on Aging
.Iuly I 3,2020 - Regulal Meeting
Zoom Meeting

MEMBERS I'}RESENT: Chair Marjoric Mloclzinski, Vice Chair Nan Wasnicwski, Jean

Stawicki, LindaPasternak, RobertaAvcty, Gcric Transuc at 8:40 an.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Sandy Gaetano

OTHERS PRESBNT: First Selectman Mary Bylone, Board of Selectrnen Liaison Rosematy,
Directol of Senior Services PattiWatts.

I. CA[,L TO ORDBR
Cl-rair Mloclzinski callcd this Rcgular Mccting to ordcr at 8:31arn

2. PLÐDGE OII ALLEGIANCE
Clhair Mlodzinski led thc r.ncrnbcrs in thc PlecÌgc of Allcgiancc

3. ADDITIOI\S TO ]'HE AGIINDA
No additions were lequested.

4. REVIEW AND APPROAL OII JUNE 8, 2O2O NIINUTES
Motion by: N. Wasnicwsl<i
to applovc thc nrinutcs of thc Julrc 8, 2020 t'nectitrg, zrs lcad.
Seconcl by: J. Stawicl<i.
Vr¡tc: Abstarning: .1. Stawicl<i (absent from r-neeting)

ln favor: All others pr-esent. Approved. (5-0)

5. FINANCIAL TIIPO{dT
5.1. CoA

R. Avery repofiecl tlrat thc C'omrnission buclget is thc sarnc at $4l 6.26 and the l-own
Printing and Publication linc itcnr is at $300 as of .luly 1,2020.

5.2. Senior Center
l)irector Watts repoficcl thc tbllou,ing

Transl.loltation Repolt lbr'.lLlnc 2020

Daily transportation 1^0t2020 $0.00
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Commission on Aging
July I 3,2020 - Regular Meeting
Zoom Meeting

6. CHAIR REPOIìT'
Chair Mlodzinski sent a letter of apprcciation to Tlte Rivereast Bulletin thanking Director
Watts and stal'f'fbr all thcy havc donc fbr scniors during this Covid-19 situation. Thc
Clommission on Aging Rouncltablc has bccn cancellcd and it may bc possiblc to host it in thc
Fall, as well as otherprograms originally scheduled folthis spling ancl sumner. The Seniors

to Seniors Program r.lrith Bacon Acaclemy has reinlirced the idea that there should be co-
gcnelat ioua I activit ies.

7. DIR.ECTOR OF SENIOR SÐR\/ICES REPORT
Scc attached rcport.

G. Transue.joined thc meeting duling this report

8. OLÐ I}IJSINÐ,SS
8. 1. Seniol CenterBuilding Committee

M. Mloclzrnski reported that the comrnittee has scaled down the size of the builcling and

is tryrng to d efitie the scopc of thc building. It wìll be onc floor about I 5,000 squarc fccl
It u,as origirially liopecl to have a ref-erenclum in the fall of this year. Selectman Bylone
notecl that unclerthe Govemor's direotive, if the referendum is held in the Fall, it wonld
not bc a pr-rblìc relerendum br.rt done the same way the budget was clone with the Board
of F-illance voting. It may be better to wait fbr the referendum f'or all to have the chance

to parlicipate.

8.2. Norton Parl< Committcc
N. Wasniewskì reported that the bridge worl< has been statled and rvlren cortrpletecl the

Norton Park properly rvill be clealed. A fur-rclraising program ancl the clesignplan have

been 1'olrvarclecl to the Boarcl of Selectmen for approval. Tire Conlnittee had hoped to
holci a public fbrum to provicle infbrmation to the public but that has been postponcd.

8.3. Senior Ccrrtcr Rcsonrce Guicle
Chail'Mloclzinsl<i notecl thatJ. Starvicl<i, R. Avery ancl I-. Pastenlal< havc rer,ìervecl thc
Scnior Iìcsctnlce Guicle. M. Mlodzinsl<i would like toput this project on hold fbr
fìrtlier rcvierv. G. Transue su-{gestecl it bc rnacle available plior to the refelendurlr ot-t

thc Irerv Seuior Clelltcr.

8.4. I{eopcning o1'Scniol Centcr
At this tilre. i1 is pro.lcctecl that the Senior Center ,,r'ill open on Sepletnber 1. 2020, horvcvcr,
that ntay changc. P. W¿rtts is rvaiting tbr guidancc fiom the Statc Unit on Aging.

9. NT'\\i I}US[NÐSS
c). I . F-lcction oI Of'l'iccrs

-['hc Nonrinatrng Cor-lrmittec of Iì. Avcr1, and M. N4lodzinsl<i subtrittccl thc follorving
slatc of- of'l'iccls f'or consiclcr¿rtion:

Chair.: M. Mlocizinskr
\¡icc Clhair-: N. Wasnicu'slçi
'lì-casi,rrcr: Iì. A vcr_v"

(ìorrc-spotttling Secrctary: .1. Slan,icl<i
)



Commission on Aging
July I 3,2020 - Regulal Meeting
Zoom Meeting

Motion by: R. Avery
to elect the slate of officers as plesented.
Second by: L. Transne.
Vote: Unanimous to approvc as prcsentcd

An article will be sent to The Riverea.çÍ Bulletin notìng the officels

9.2. Annual Reporl
Chair Mlodzinski sent the Annual Reporl to all rnembers 1'orreview. M. Mlodzinski said
that thc plojection f'or thc Tor,r,r-r is that the population will be 40% scniors by 2030 noting
how important the Senior Center will be to citjzens. Minor changes were suggested and

will be completed for submissìon. The repoft u,ill be available on the Town website.

10. COMMISSION MEMtsEITSHIP
'l'he membclship of this committee is five f'ull merrbers and two altemates. '1he Committee is
in need of two alternates.

17. CITTT,EN'S COMMENTS
None leceivecl.

I2. ADJOURNMI'NT
Nllotion try: R. Avery
to adjoum this n.rccting.
Seconcl by: N. Wasnjcwsl<i
Vote: Unaninrous.

Chair Mloclzinski adjourned this mceting at 9:11 anr

llesp ectñr I ly sr"rbni ittecl,
Mary.lanc Slaclc
Clcrk

1
-l



COA Meeting-July 13, 2020

Thank you to Marge for the beautifr-rl Lettel to the Editor that ran in the July 3,2020 edition of the RiverEasf lr/ew.s

Buttetiñ. I was very proucl to share it with my hardworking team and we at'e all grateful to you for your kind words

The Tornrn and Board of Ecl budgets passed throLrgh the Board of F¡nance. There is a 070 increase.

All staff r.ryere callecl back into the office effective, June '1 Srh. All staff are back in the office for their regularly

scheduled hours, currently, no one is working from home. We held our first staff meeting since March last week.

Though our building ìs still not open to the public, we continue lo provide the following services:

" Trarrsporlation for intown and meclical rides, both are picking back up in volutne
n lr/eals: MOW clel¡verìes (Tuesday-Friday) and Corrmunity Café (5 frozen nleals delivered evel-y Tuesday)

o Weilness Check outreach calls
o lrrcreased programming-for July there are 3'r offelings daily either low tech (Conference Call platforrn) or

hightech(Zoomplatform). We'reatabout50%oftheprogrâmsthatwehadolferedinperson,whichis
phenomenal

. weekly communications through email blasts and robo-calls to all members

. f\rìanagement of the office: volume of phone calls have remained steady throughout our closure with a¡r influx

cìL¡ring the Economic Stimulus Payments. Paying bills, grarrt repods, management of social media, etc.

AARP Tax Aide program was able to complete its seasotr. We greatly appreciate the efforts of Jarret Hale,

Coordinator and her team of volunteers in what was a difficr-¡lt season. When we closed to the public, they

completecl all retr¡rns that were in process. They also came back after gaining approvâl from AARP National to

complete the two weeks' worth of appointments that were irnpactecl by the closule. Everyone who had a schedttled

appointnrentthisyearhadtheirreturnscorîpleted. l68peoplewereservedthrortghtheprogramthisyear'

The Selrior to Senior issue of the 6-Word Memoir collaboratiotl with Bacon Academy was completed and is avaìlable

for pr"rrchase for $5.00. lt's full of insìghtful passages wrìtten by our seniors and the graduating class of 2020 at BA.

We antici¡rate an intergenerational book launch early in the school year, if we are âble to do so safeìy.

With very few exceptions, u¡e have decidecl to cancel trips through this calendal year. I have been in touch with all

of our trável paftners lo reschedLlle popLrlar trips in 2021. Refunds have bee¡r íssued to all people registered for

2020 cancelled trips.

Farmer's [/larket Vouchers will be available this year. Or-tr Area Agency on Aging expects to receive thenr this week

andwill ìetusk¡rowhowlheyplantoclistributethemthisyear. Eìigibilityinclttdespetson60yearsofageandolder
and a rnaxlr¡uln hot¡sehold incorne of 185% Fecleral Poverty Levels (households of 1=$1,968/mo. l-louseholds of 2-

$2,65S/mo.) Total vâlue of the vor¡cher booklet is $'18 to be usecl for produce at CT Fanrer's Markets.

We contín¡e to develop our reoperrìng plan vrith an estimated date of September.2020. With Governor [.amont

pausirrg the State's Phase 3, it may inrpact our reo¡:ening date. We are awaiting guidance from the State for more

information,¡rarticulartothesafereopeningofsetriorcentersstatenride. Lastweek, laskedoulprofessional
orgarrization, CASCP, to survey its nrernbeTs to see r¡¡hen they were anticipating reopenitrg. September is the

eaìliest recotnmelrcled time, with some delaying until 2021. Massachusetts Cotlnciìs on Aging have t'vondedrtl

resourcespostedonlheir r¡yebsitewìthhelpful COVìD-19resoL¡rces. Obviously,wewiìf takeall ofthisinformation

itìto the development of our plan. Depencling on the r-estrictions, we may opt to keep some of our programs irr a

<ligital format, partictllarly oLlr fitness prog r anrmitrg

Attenclance & Meals Served:
o Meals servecl/cleliverecl in Apriì: 444 MOW: 493 (-lhat's a total of 1050 rneals delivered!!!)

. Meals served/delivetecl in [,4ay: 262 N4OW: 597

o f'/lonthly transports in A¡:ril. 375

" lvlonthly transpot-ts in May: 418
. Monthly attenclance irr April: 234
. Monthly attendance in MaY. 461

" Total fVlcrnbership 1307


