
 

Won't dogs fight if they run free 
together? 
Since dogs are pack animals, they usually get along 
well together on neutral territory. Occasionally a dog 
shows aggressive behavior, but park rules prohibit 
aggressive dogs and such a dog must be removed 
immediately. Liability for damage caused by a dog 
rests with the owner, whether on a street, in a home, 
or on municipal property. Very few problems have 
been noted in established parks. 
 

 What are the rules of a dog park? 
All dog parks have a set of rules that are vital to the 
success of the dog park. Our committee is 
establishing rules which will be posted at the dog 
park. Owners are expected to abide by the rules 
established. 
 

Is there an Admission fee? 
No, the Dog Park would be free to everyone.   
 

 Do other communities have dog 
parks? 
Currently in Connecticut, the towns of Hamden, 
Norwich, South Windsor, and Wethersfield have 
established dog parks. Many towns are in the 
processes of developing a dog park such as Enfield, 
Glastonbury and Rocky Hill. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
Consider being a part of the 
Colchester Dog Park Committee!!! 
 
Join the Colchester Dog Park 
Committee and help develop a 
proposal for a Dog Park in town! 
 

                  
 
 
Please check the website for the 
next Dog Park Committee Meeting!  
 
 
 
 
http://www.colchesterct.gov/dogpark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colchester Parks and 
Recreation and 
Community Residents 
invite you to get involved! 
 

 
Committee 
 

For more information on 
meetings visit the web at: 
 
http://www.colchesterct.gov/dogpark 
 
Questions or comments please contact Jay 
Cohen, Parks & Recreation Director, at 
jcohen@colchesterct.gov or 860-537-7295. 
 
 



 Who we are: We are a strictly volunteer 
group of Colchester dog owners and dog lovers of all 
ages, talents, abilities and all walks of life who have 
gathered to propose the development of a dog park in 
the town of Colchester.  Our work will consist of 
creating a detailed proposal on where and how a dog 
park would be built, maintained and funded. Consider 
attending our dog park committee meetings held at 
the town hall.  
 

 Our mission: To establish, support and assist 
in the ongoing maintenance of a fenced-in, off leash 
Dog Park where well behaved canine citizens can 
exercise in a clean, safe environment without 
endangering property, wildlife, or fellow citizens, and 
dog lovers can socialize with fellow dog lovers. 
 

 What is a Dog Park? 
A dog park, or off-leash dog exercise area, is a 
fenced piece of land designated for the use of 
residents who wish to exercise their dogs safely and 
allow them to socialize with other dogs. It offers 
disposal facilities for dog waste, and may provide 
amenities such as benche, and shade, and has 
separate, double-gated entry and exit point called a 
“bull pen” for safe entry and exit for owners and 
dogs.                                                                                     
    

                            

 
 
 

There are currently 1500 dogs registered 
in Colchester! 
 
 

 

Benefits of a Dog Park for the dogs: 
 Provides a safe and controlled environment 

for dogs to play and exercise.  
 A well-exercised dog is a happier and 

healthier dog. An exercised dog makes a 
better next door neighbor than an under-
exercised dog. Puppies and dogs which get 
enough exercise are less likely to create a 
nuisance, bark excessively, destroy property, 
jump on passers-by, etc. 

 Allows for the socialization of dogs. 
Socialization helps builds your dog’s 
temperament, and an even-tempered dog is 
less likely to be aggressive or fearful and 
will have fewer behavioral problems as well 
as be less aggressive. 

 
    

     
 

Benefits of a Dog Park to the dog 
owners: 

 The Provision of a vital public space 
allowing people to meet and form the bonds 
of community. 

 Allows people to have the pleasure of 
watching their dogs at play. 

 Contributes to the overall physical fitness of 
people by encouraging them to exercise with 
their dogs. 

 Provides an opportunity for dog owners to 
enjoy the outside. 

 Provides our seniors, disabled and 
apartment/condo dwellers with a place to 
exercise their companions. 

 

              
 
 

 

Benefits of a Dog Park to the 
community: 
Enclosed play areas prevent off-leash dogs from 
infringing on the rights of other community residents 
and park users such as joggers, small children, and 
those who may be fearful of dogs. A dog park helps 
build community and lasting friendships between 
dogs and their owners. Dogs help to bring people 
together and break down many social or economic 
barriers.  
 

                     
 

 Where will the park be located? 
Our committee is working with Colchester Parks and 
Recreation to propose a site for a dog park in an 
unused area in town.  
 

 How will the Dog Park be paid for? 
If a dog park is approved by the town, the Dog Park 
Committee will organize fundraising events to raise 
ALL monies necessary, including ongoing 
maintenance, so that it does not cost tax payers 
anything! 
 

 How will the parks be maintained? 
The majority of park maintenance of a dog park is 
done by those that visit the dog park. Doggy waste 
bag dispensers and shovels are often provided, rules 
are posted, and dog owners are expected to pick up 
after their pets. By maintaining an active dog park 
committee, the members can encourage users to treat 
the facilities with respect. 
 
 
 


